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Foreword

Climate Change has become the talk of the day with the IPCC’s 4th Assessment Report.
It has noted that climate change impacts are being increasingly felt at all scales and
levels in terms of the accelerated depletion and deterioration of natural resources,
increased health hazards and disaster risks, loss of biodiversity and deforestation.
Their combined impacts may be compounded in future in the absence of integrated
mitigation and adaptation measures.

Successfully limiting global climate change will require connecting policies to
sustainable development strategies in both developing and industrialized countries.
An exploration of linkages between climate change and development must commence
with the consideration of local and regional circumstances and policy contexts. Ambit
of such exploration should not limit to the research on resources set up and their
depletion per se, but must include various anthropogenic factors that have been
recognized the root causes for acceleration of such depletion and deterioration
processes.

Vulnerability to the adverse impacts of climate change and adaptation to deal
with them are the two most crucial concerns of developing countries like India.
Responding to similar concerns, UNESCO has been implementing several dedicated
programs on climate change. Some of these programs are going on for the past 30
years. Several of UNESCO’s interventions cuts across the disciplinary domains and
integrate science with education, culture, communication and social sciences. Recently
UNESCO has established an Inter-Sectoral Task Force on Global Climate Change to
better explore the organization’s overall strategic and integrated role on the issue of
global climate change. The Task Force is also concerned to position UNESCO’s role
in the context of joint action by the UN system.

The Climate Change Knowledge (CliCK) Partnership Initiative of the UNESCO
New Delhi Office has been launched to provide a platform for exchange of ideas,
information and innovative experiences for educational institutions, scientific and
research organizations, policy and decision makers and civil society organizations
involved with climate change activities. The initiative covers different disciplines
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